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h"p://www.motherjones.com/environment/
2014/03/inquiring-‐minds-‐ethan-‐perlstein-‐
postdocalypse	  



"We're	  fond	  of	  saying	  that	  we	  should	  prepare	  
people	  for	  alternaEve	  careers,	  without	  
realizing	  that	  we're	  the	  alternaEve	  career."	  

Greg	  Petsko,	  Brandeis	  University	  
Chaired	  a	  NaEonal	  Academy	  of	  Sciences	  
commi"ee	  on	  the	  postdoctoral	  experience	  



http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2014/04/09/1404402111.full.pdf+html	




myscicareer.com	  



One career path 

Academia	  

• PhD	  
• Post-‐docs	  
• Lectureship	  

Publishing	  

• Trends	  in	  GeneEcs	  
• Nature	  Reviews	  
• PLOS	  
• eLife	  



Publishing in a nutshell 

Sourcing 
content

Quality 
control and 
peer review

Content 
processing

Publishing 
and 

promotion

Workflows, detailed QC

Media relations, corrections

Knowing the field and the people

Understanding, writing, editing, judgment

Plus:
•  Ethics
•  Publishing meetings
•  Marketing





Words	  
Figures	  
Display	  items	  
Structure	  



Primary	  
research	  is	  a	  
very	  different	  
ball	  game	  

h"ps://flic.kr/p/7ubn8u	  



Reviews vs primary research 

Sourcing 
content

Quality 
control and 
peer review

Content 
processing

Publishing 
and 

promotion

Pretty similar

Primary – more media
Reviews – social media?

Primary – most content is unsolicited
Reviews – content is commissioned

Primary – most content is rejected
Reviews - editor helps to improve the article



Qualities, attributes 
•  Great communicator – written, oral, social 

media 
•  Thick-skinned, but empathic and diplomatic 
•  Enthusiastic about science and its 

communication 
•  Detail-oriented 
•  Organized, multi-tasker 
•  Love deadlines 
•  Good in teams 



What does publishing offer? 
•  Maintaining a broad view of science 
•  Supporting the progress of science 
•  Writing, editing, speaking 



Other	  roles	  and	  organizaEons	  that	  offer	  
opportuniEes	  similar	  to	  publishing	  



A few tips 
•  Take advantage of opportunities 
•  Try things out 
•  Talk to people  
•  Find support groups 
•  Consider your options broadly 
•  In the meantime, do great science 
•  Interviewing 

–  why you want the job 
–  not why you’re leaving the lab 
–  make yourself stand out 



h"ps://flic.kr/p/gPHvd	  

The	  research	  
communicaEon	  
landscape	  is	  
changing	  



Ivan	  Grubisic	  



Thank	  you	  

Mark	  Pa"erson	  
m.pa"erson@elifesciences.org	  


